US History

Unit 1 Early Colonies

Meyer | Fecarotta

Assessment Objectives:

Create a multimedia presentation that highlights the following statements:

· I Can identify the social, political, economic, religious, and geographic characteristics of the American Colonies.

· I Can make larger context connections between Thomas Paine's arguments and how they influence social, political, economic, religious, and geographic factors.

· I Can demonstrate how”No taxation without representation” affected the colonies decision to rebel and revolt by illustrating the frustration the colonists dealt with concerning specific Acts and provisions.

Your project must include pictures, your recorded voice, video (optional), and significant facts (refer to the rubric) concerning the topic you have chosen.  PowerPoint is not an option for this assessment.

Recommended Formats:

Open Shot, Windows Movie Maker, iMovie, Animoto, Glogster, etc...

Assessment Options:

1. TRAVEL AGENT:  You are a travel agent for Europeans wishing to escape religious persecution in Europe and wish to travel to the colonies for settlement.  As the travel agent it is your job to plan and execute your client's trip details from transportation, housing, and activities to do once you are there.  Be sure to educate your client on what to expect from one of the regions of the early colonies.  Your client is very interested in the social, political, economic, religious, and geographic atmosphere of the region you will be showing them.  

2. THE NEW 2011 COMMON SENSE:  Written in 1776, Thomas Paine wrote a series of arguments affirming the belief that the colonists should rebel and seperate from Britain.  In this assessment you need to re-invent Thomas Paine to make him relevant in the year 2011.  How can you illustrate a new “Common Sense” and apply it to current events in the United States. Take your audience on a tour of the injustice you see in this country and make an argument for a new “Common Sense.”

3. NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION:  The colonists were outraged with the King of England over their taxes and lack of voice in parliament.  As the new marketing director for the King of England create a marketing campaign that you will use to inform the colonists of at least three Acts passed between 1763 and 1776.  The King has hired you as director because your video will show the colonists where their money is going in a creative and inventive manner.

4. ALL BOSTONIANS ARE INVITED:  Paper invitations are so 18th century.  Instead create a multimedia video inviting Bostonians to the Boston Tea Party.  Include all the relevant details, who, what, where, when, and why.  You need to show Bostonians why they need to support your cause to so that they actually show up to your party.  Oh yeah, don't forget to put a “stamp” on your RSVP.  

**Extra Credit given to those who publish on YouTube.

