Sociology

Footloose

Mr. Meyer
The movie Footloose takes place in a rural town where there are many social factors at work:  books have been burned, music is prohibited, drugs and alcohol have infiltrated the school system.  The rules and guidelines for the citizens of Beaumont seem to come from the local church.
Main ideas in Functionalism
The starting point of all Functionalism is that all societies have certain basic needs - Functional requirements which must be met if a society is to survive. Functionalists are therefore concerned with the contribution the various parts of a society make towards those needs. All Functionalism is concerned with the basic need and desirability for social order and stability to prevail in society.

Explaining Social Order
In explaining the basis of social order in societies the starting point for Functionalists is to look at whole societies and not the individual; they explore the ways in which the various parts which make up a society function to maintain social order.

Your task is to write a paper analyzing the rural community in which Footloose takes place from the functionalist perspective.  . 

When describing this community using the Functionalist Perspective, consider the following about social order:
· How does the Church serve as the foundation of the Functionalist theory in this society? 

· What are the norms (folkways, and mores) in this society?
· What are the various social components in this society and how do they all function together to maintain social order?
Requirements for the response:
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